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This year marks the 25th anniversary of publication of 
The Special Edition. To commemorate this milestone 
we are looking back to the many changes that have 
occurred in the field of Special Education in the past 
quarter century. We are especially honored to feature 
this article on John Brademas, who responded to our 
request to reflect on P.L. 94-142 and how it changed 
the future of Special Education in America. As 
Representative in Congress from Indiana’s Third District 
and a member of the House Education Committee, 
Congressman Brademas was the principal author of 
this ground-breaking legislation that became law in 
1975. Mr. Brademas served as Indiana’s Third District 
Congressman from 1959 to 1981. After his defeat in 
1981, he became President of New York University, 
a position he served in until 1992, when he became 
President Emeritus, his present position. He is founder of 
the John Brademas Center for the Study of Congress at 
New York University.

	 It	may	be	difficult	for	educators	or	parents	to	think	of	
a time when nearly two million American children with 
disabilities received no education whatsoever and over 
two and a half million children with special needs received 
education that failed to meet their needs.  Yet this was the 
state of special education in 1973 when Congress assumed 
the	task	of	writing	the	legislation	that	would	become	Public	
Law 94-142. 
 As a member of the House Education Committee, 
John Brademas was largely responsible for authoring this 
important measure. He notes that P.L. 94-142 did not sud-
denly emerge upon the scene but was the result of years of 
effort. As early as 1966, Congress approved Title VI, which 
provided grants to states to improve education for children 
with disabilities. Congress also created a Bureau of Educa-
tion	for	the	Handicapped	within	the	Office	of	Education.	In	
1970, Congress expanded services to those with disabilities 
through the Education of the Handicapped Act.

 According to Brademas, other factors were also impor-
tant.	By	the	early	1970’s	Federal	court	decisions	affirmed	
that children with disabilities had a constitutional right to 
an appropriate education. These decisions, coupled with the 
emergence	of	influential	and	outspoken	advocacy	groups,	
all had a part in bringing about the new Federal legisla-
tion. 
 The Edu-
cation for All 
Handicapped 
Children Act 
required pub-
lic schools ac-
cepting Fed-
eral funds to 
provide equal 
access to edu-
cation for chil-
dren with dis-
abilities. The 
Act established 
administrative 
provisions by 
which parents 
could contest 
decisions about 
their children’s 
education, cre-
ated the concept of Least Restrictive Environment, and 
guaranteed eligibility for all children and young adults with 
disabilities from ages 3-21.
 Indeed, one important point Mr. Brademas emphasizes 
is that support for the measure in Congress was strongly 
bipartisan.	Brademas	worked	 closely	with	Republican	
Albert H. Quie of Minnesota on the measure and at every 
stage of the process Democrats and Republicans were 
overwhelmingly in favor of the legislation. 
 After differences were resolved in conference, both 
bodies approved the measure—the House by 404 to 7; the 
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Senate by 87 to 7; and sent it to President Ford, who signed 
it into law on November 29, 1975.  The Education for All 
Handicapped Children Act, P.L. 94-142, had become the 
law of the land. 
	 Brademas	is	also	quick	to	state	that	P.L.	94-142	was	not	
intended as a “horrendous” Federal mandate on the states 
but one that “provided states and local school systems 
additional resources to do what they should have been do-
ing.”
	 Among	 those	who,	 on	March	 9,	 1973,	 testified,	 in	
Washington, D.C., in support of the legislation was Mar-
cia Burgdorf, from Indiana, then Project Attorney for the 
National Center for Law and the Handicapped, located in 
South Bend, a Federal project, through which HEW funds, 
through the Bureau of the Handicapped and the Disabled 
are made available.  [Note: Hearings Select Subcommittee 
on Education, U.S. House of Representatives]  
	 The	impact	of	the	law	was	significant.	Less	than	ten	
years after its enactment, the percentage of students receiv-
ing special education services rose dramatically. By 1982-

Bio-Eyes at Nuner
by Marilyn Cahalan, Editor
	 During	the	week	of	December	6th, Mr. Guerrero’s BEST class at Nuner 
Primary Center hosted an amazing science program presented by the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame’s Bio-Eyes Project coordinated by Mrs. Beebe. Ms. 
Lewandowski	and	Ms.	Pierrat’s	4th	grade	classes	joined	in	the	week	long	
program that introduced the Nuner students to biological sciences through 
the resources of Notre Dame’s Zebra Fish Lab.
	 Mrs.	Beebe	brought	the	fish,	all	the	equipment	needed	to	maintain	their	
tropical	environment,	and	her	knowledge	of	their	growth	and	development	
compared with human growth and development. The children were able to 
see what scientists do on a daily basis, learn to observe the adult male and 
female	Zebra	Fish	and	make	drawn	and	written	observations	to	describe	the	
fish	behavior,	examine	fish	eggs	found	in	the	fish	tanks	and	see	how	the	fish	
embryos grew each day by using microscopes provided by the Zebra Fish 
Lab.
	 With	a	new	lesson	each	day	of	the	week,	the	students	were	also	guided	to	
compare	and	contrast	the	vital	organs	of	fish	and	humans-gills	versus	lungs,	
the	human	heart	versus	the	Zebra	Fish	heart	and	the	important	parts	of	both	fish	and	human	cells.	It	was	a	wonderful	
learning experience for students and their teachers. 

83, the number of students enrolled in special education 
increased by an estimated 25 per cent. The percentage of 
pre-school children enrolled in education programs jumped 
by nearly 23 per cent while those between the ages of 18 and 
21 in young adult programs rose by nearly 70 per cent!
 P.L. 94-142 has undergone revision since its initial 
passage in 1975. The foundation laid by John Brademas 
and the 94th Congress established a legacy that today still 
guides instruction for children and young adults with dis-
abilities.
 Brademas concludes, “a fundamental purpose of the 
American democracy is to open doors of opportunity for 
those who would otherwise not enjoy the promise of Ameri-
can life.  The Education for All Handicapped Children Act 
is an example of this commitment”.  
 “In my 22 years as a Member of Congress, I authored, 
or helped write, a number of measures to open doors of 
opportunity	to	those	who	would	otherwise	find	them	closed.		
I	take	particular	pride	in	this	respect	in	having	helped	pro-
duce a law that enables young people with disabilities to 
find	such	doors	open	to	them”.	

Students from Mr. Guerrero’s class enjoying  
the Bio-Eyes project.

Have you been to the Learning Connection yet? Whether you are a parent or a 
teacher, there is important information there for you. Go to http://learningconnec-
tion.doe.in.gov	to	start	exploring.	You	don’t	need	an	account	to	look	at	our	school	
corporation’s	progress	on	the	Growth	Model	or	to	find	information	on	curriculum	
and state standards. If you are a teacher, create an account for yourself so you will 

be	able	to	look	up	your	student’s	progress	on	ISTEP	or	complete	the	iStar	assessment.	You	can	also	join	forums	to	discuss	
topics of interest within your building, or with other teachers around the state.
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by Kathleen Petitjean, OT, Nuner Primary

 This year I have had the pleasure of serving as a 
2010-2011 Fellow with IUSB’s Center for a Sustainable 
Future. In an effort to raise awareness of water as a 
natural resource and to connect the schools, business, arts 
and sustainability communities, the Fellowship project 
enlists area artists and artist groups to paint twelve, 55-
gallon plastic containers that have been converted for use 
as rain barrels.  All the barrels are being underwritten 
by local businesses and organizations. My teacher and 
therapist colleagues pooled resources to underwrite a 
“SNAP” barrel, which 
is being painted by the 
special needs preschool 
s tudents  and their 
classroom buddies at 
Hamilton, Madison 
and Darden Primary 
Centers. 
 The children 
are using non-toxic 
tempera paints and 
began by freely painting 
the entire barrel lovely 
shades	of	sky	blue	using	
paintbrushes,	kid-sized	
paint rollers, sponges 
as well as their hands!  
The children enjoyed 
c l i m b i n g  a  s m a l l 
stepladder to reach 
the top of the barrel, 
looking	 inside	 the	
various holes cut for the 
rain barrel’s hardware 
and experimenting with 
the force of gravity as some brushes were dropped into 
the holes at the top of the barrel.  They then added 
handprint “branches” to a tree, a “handprint” sun and 
handprint	flowers	to	the	design.	The	teachers	and	staff	
enjoyed having the barrel as a special activity for their 
students. SNAP teacher Kate Sullivan, notes, “this 
project	is	great	as	it	elicits	academic	and	social	skills	such	
as	turn-taking,	following	directions	and	even	doing	the	
number	concept	of	‘just	one’.		We	also	love	that	the	kids	
get a chance to get their hands messy; what a wonderful 
sensory experience this has been.”  

 Once all the barrels are painted, they will be 
coated	with	 a	 clear	 automotive	finish	 and	will	 go	 on	
display at the underwriting businesses from March-
April;	the	SNAP	barrel	will	take	turns	being	displayed	
at Darden, Madison and Hamilton Primary Centers.  The 
barrels	will	then	be	displayed	for	two	weeks	in	an	indoor	
garden setting at the South Bend Museum of Art.  On 
May 6th, starting at 7:00 p.m. the twelve barrels will be 
sold at a public auction with the proceeds to be split 
between IUSB Center for a Sustainable Future and the 
artists or artist groups. The SNAP program will be the 
recipient of the SNAP barrel proceeds.  Upon learning 

that the barrel he was painting would be sold, little Joe 
asked	his	teacher,	Tracy Greulich, if she would use the 
money to buy grapes for he and his friends to share at 
snack-time!
	 Mark	your	calendars	and	plan	to	attend	the	Rain	
Barrel auction on May 6th at 7:00 p.m.; the auction event 
is open to the public and there is sure to be a barrel with a 
design that will be perfect for your home and garden!  
 For more information about this project, rain 
barrels and IUSB’s Center for a Sustainable Future go 
to iusb.edu/~csfuture or stjoseph.iaswcd.org

SNAP Students Participate in IUSB Project

Kathleen Petitjean works with a student on the rain barrel project. 
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AUTISM CORNER
By Cyndi Smith, SBCSC Autism Consultant

Rec.-Leisure Opportunities

South Bend families are fortunate to have two agencies that provide excellent rec.-leisure programming for individuals 
with autism spectrum disorders.  Some activities are for ASD children only, while others include children with a variety 
of developmental disabilities.  Nominal costs.

Sonya Ansari Center for Autism (at LOGAN)
 Gals Get Together (ages13-19)
        * Social group for middle school and teen girls with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)
 Creative Chefs (ages 7-11) and (ages 12-21)
 School	of	Rock (ages 9 and up)
       * Experience music and rhythm
 Theatre Troupe (ages 12-18)
						 	 *	Great	way	to	improve	self-expression,	communication,	and	confidence	(e.g.,	Aladdin)		
 Social	Skills	Enhancement
       * Classes for school-age children, and coaching for teens and adults with ASD 
 Physical Fun (ages 5-7, ages 8-11, and ages 12-21)
						 	 *	Games	that	focus	on	gross	motor	and	coordination	skills,	taught	by	P.E.	teachers
 Teen Time (ages 14-17)
      * Recreation and Social Club for teens with Autism Spectrum Disorder

For more information visit website at http://www.regionalautismcenter.org or call 574-289-4831, or contact Meghan 
Stansbury, Recreation Therapist at 574-340-4549, mstansbury@logancenter.org.

Hannah and Friends, 51250 Hollyhock Road South Bend, IN 46637
Programs and Activities
Hannah and Friends offers fun and educational programs for individuals of all ages and developmental disabilities. 
Karate,	Theatre,	Cooking,	Dance	Parties,	Speech	Therapy,	Animal	Club,	Art,	Drums	Alive,	Zumba,	Choir,	Music	&	
Movement,	Karaoke	and	more!	Each	program	is	led	by	an	instructor	who	specializes	in	the	specific	program	offered.		
Some	activities	occur	weekly,	bimonthly,	or	monthly.
Summer Day Camp
Looking	for	fun	and	educational	activity	for	your	kids	this	summer?	Hannah	and	Friends	Summer	Camp	is	an	opportu-
nity	for	participants	to	enjoy	the	summertime	with	their	peers	while	learning	new	skills	and	trying	new	activities.	Each	
week	has	a	different	theme	which	guests	and	activities	will	be	based	on.	Campers	will	get	to	enjoy	wagon	rides,	a	music	
activity	and	dancing	every	week.		Hannah	and	Friends	Summer	Camp	is	for	all	ages	and	developmental	disabilities.	
Siblings	are	also	welcome.	Summer	Camp	meets	Monday-Thursday	12-4p.	There	are	7	weeks	of	camp,	beginning	June	
13	and	ending	August	4,	with	no	camp	the	week	of	July	4.
For	more	information	contact	Katie	Teigen	at	katieteigen@hannahandfriends.org	or	call	her	at	574-217-7860.


